
Programs for Grades 9–12

• High School Studio Workshop: Robert Rauschenberg: Modern Printmaker
• High School Seminar
• High School Summer Institute 2008
• High School Volunteer Program
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Museum Visits for Grades 6–8

• Artists’ Choices 
• Every Picture Tells a Story
• Exploring Modern Art
• French Art 

• Mythology 
• Portraits and Personalities
• Renaissance Art
• The Sculptor’s Workshop 

Museum Visits for Grades 9–12

• Exploring Modern Art
• French Art 
• Portraits and Personalities
• Renaissance Art

• Spanish Art: 
From El Greco to Picasso

• The Sculptor’s Workshop 
• French and Spanish 

Language Tours
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13 Museum Visits for All Grades

• Religious Art Themes
• Special-Topic Tour Requests

Museum Visits

for Pre-kindergarten–Grade 1 (ages 4–6)
• Art Tales: Matthew’s Dream
• Art Tales: The Cow Who Fell in the Canal
• Weather in Art 

for Kindergarten–Grade 3
• Animals in Art 
• Children in Art 
• Color, Line, and Shape

for Grades 4–6
• Every Picture Tells a Story
• Exploring the Elements of Art

Planning Your Tour

Self-Guiding School Groups

18 Workshops
On Weekdays after School
• Exploring Modern Art

• Mathematical Patterns in Art

• J. Carter Brown Memorial Evening with Educators:
In the Forest of Fontainebleau: Painters and
Photographers from Corot to Monet

On Saturdays
• Edward Hopper

• Let the World In: Prints by Robert Rauschenberg
at the National Gallery of Art

Summer Teacher Institute
• Dutch Art in the Golden Age

19 Workshop Registration Form
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2 About Our Tours

• Mythology
• The Sculptor’s Workshop

For Your Students
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More on Student Visits

For Teachers

Student-Centered Learning 
in the Art Museum: The Benefits 
of Object-Based Teaching
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Activity Guide: The Lackawanna
Valley by George Inness

Special Performance: 
Explore the Art of Edward Hopper16

insert

Drop-in Program: Introduction
to Teacher Resources

21 General Information
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Tour Request Form

Teaching Programs & Resources17

The National Gallery’s tours for Pre-kindergarten–12 immerse students in a

uniquely rich and varied learning environment that features one of the country’s

finest collections of Western art, spanning the 1300s to the present.

Museum tours, tailored to specific grade levels, offer students the opportunity to develop

multidisciplinary skills and knowledge of content to complement and augment their aca-

demic studies. Students connect fine art with disciplines such as studio art, history, social

studies, and language arts in a setting that supports a variety of learning styles. Below 

are some of the educational benefits teachers cite for bringing students to the museum.

• Language development and critical-thinking skills: As students examine objects

and discuss them with educators and peers, they build vocabulary as well as skills in 

reasoning and debate.

• Seeing original art: Looking at a reproduction is not the same as coming face-to-face

with an original work by Rembrandt van Rijn—the ultimate primary source. The art

museum offers an extraordinary arena not only for aesthetic experience, discovery,

wonder, and inspiration, but also for practical discussions of the various tools and tech-

niques of making art.

• Object-based learning: Many students are concrete learners and are motivated when

educational resources are tangible and physical. Others are more engaged when stimulat-

ed emotionally or aesthetically. The art museum is an ideal alternative learning environ-

ment for all learners.

• Multidimensional knowledge: Museum discussions about art often lead students 

to see that there is seldom one definitive answer to a problem and that works of art can

possess multiple levels of meaning, each equally valid. In this respect, museum learning

emulates the complexities of real life.

• Student-centered learning: Inquiry-based programs allow educators to adapt their

teaching to students’ interests, observations, and questions. Student-centered museum

programs can spark the imagination and capitalize on students’ intrinsic curiosity 

about newly discovered treasures and the museum environment itself.

• Historical and global awareness: Museums with wide-ranging collections can 

offer students the opportunity to journey back in time and across cultural boundaries.

Museum collections can foster powerful discussions about what societies have valued 

and preserved over time.

• Lifelong learning and cultural stewardship: Museum programs foster awareness

that learning can occur in informal, nonclassroom environments. Studies show that 

museum visitation habits and cultural interests are formed during childhood.
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http://www.nga.gov/education/school.shtm

